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Paul de Wit (1852-1925), a trained musician and successful music publisher in Leipzig, founded the
internationally renowned Zeitschrift fiir Instrumentenbau in 1880. The collections of musical
instruments he amassed are an incomparable treasure and form the basis of the famous museums in
Leipzig and Berlin. He was the first musician in the German-speaking world to take up the viola da
gamba (in 1882) and he pioneered the early music movement. He gave concerts in Germany, the
Netherlands, Brussels and Paris and researched viola da gamba literature in archives and libraries. He
ran a restoration workshop and an instrument rental service, making it possible to perform early
music on historical instruments. In 1906, he designed a harpsichord for the historical concerts that
took place in Halle, Berlin and Leipzig, among other places. His expertise was valued internationally
and his books and catalogues can be found in specialist libraries worldwide.

A monograph on this outstanding personality has not
previously been published; the few essays and
encyclopaedia articles on him are based on the 1925
necrology. The book is divided into seven chapters:

Life and background — The Musician — The Collector -
Paul de Wit and the Restoration of Old Instruments -
Paul de Wit and his Contacts — The Publisher -
Appendix

This richly illustrated book with approx. 500 pages, 300
illustrations and around 50 essays in German or English
will be published at the beginning of Mai 2026. The book
contains numerous new insights into the life, work and
influence of Paul de Wit and also offers a special look at
the pulsating musical and literary city of Leipzig between
1880 and 1925.
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